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 INSURRECTION OF THE NEGROES 
V5 A THE ISLAND or i 


Sr. DOMINGO. 


'A FTER a conteſt of five years, between the Friends of 
F\ Juſtice and the African Slave-Dealers, the moral, phy- 
cal, and political evils, of that diſgraceful traffick, have been 
” fully developed and aſcertained to the kingdom at large. 'The . 
- conviction of truth has been followed. by the glow of honeſt + 
indignation, and the voice of the people has called upon their 
Legiſlators, to waſh away the national ſtain. Contradicted in 
their bold aſſertions, and refuted in their arguments, the abet - 
tors of this trade had almoſt withdrawn themſelves from a 
_ ſtruggle, in which their own weapons recoiled upon themſelves: 
for it may juſtly be remarked, that the moſt expeditious method | 
of forming an abhorrence of the Slave Trade, is to read the 
„7575 ß 8 
At this juncture, when nothing remained but for the Repre- _ 
ſentatives of the people to comply with the wiſhes of their 
Conſtituents, in prenouncing the Abolition of this Trade, ano- 
ther, and it is hoped a laſt attempt is made by 3 advocates to 
influence the public mind: — An inſurrection of the Negroes 
has taken place in the Iſland of St. Domingo, and this cir- 
cumſtance is to be adduced as a proof of the dangerous conſe- 
quences to ariſe from the propoſed meaſure.—* Beware,” ſay 
the Partizans of this Trade, “ how you interfere with the con- 
cerns of your Weſt Indian Iſlands — let the example of the 
French deter you from proceeding a ſtep farther in ſo danger- 
ous a path.” But let us be allowed to aſk, How far the events 
- that have taken place in St. Domingo apply to the queſtion 
Now before the Britiſh Houſe of Commons ? Were theſe 
„55 NN EO i Og 
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Account of the Commencement and 
St. Domingo. It is ſcarcely: neceſſary to o erve, that its being printed _ 


. the > ce of an Abolition of the Trade by : 
the French ? No Even the eloquence of Mirabeau was in 
this inſtance ineffectual. Were they the reſult of any regula. 
tt:ons made by the Aſſembly for the government or relief of the _ 

Slaves? No: for the decrees of the Aſſembly on this ſubject 
. uniformly purport, « that all regulations on that head ſhould | 
originate with the Planters themſelves.” If thoſe dreadful _ 
diſorders are chargeable to the National Aſſembly, it is be- 


cauſe they did zot interfere : — becauſe they left the black 
labourers in the iſlands at the mercy of their maſters ; and, 


after having declared that all mankind were born equal, 0 - 
tioned a decree that | 8 5 the lie to the firſt principles of their 


conſtitution. 
Of the ſeveral pieces that have ads their appearance on 


5 this ſubject, the addreſs or remonſtrance of < the Deputies of 


St. Domingo to the National Aſſembly of France,“ calls for 6 
particular notice. But before we proceed to an examination 


into the cauſes of the enormities it records, let us be permitted 


a few reflections on the awful ſcenes that the Iſland of St. Do- 
mingo has of late exhibited: the picture of theſe outrages 


| i forms indeed the moſt ſtriking part of the narrative in queſtion. 


The deſtruction of flouriſhing plantations; the burning of 


huouſes; the ſlaughter of the Whites by ſecret treachery, or 
open revolt; the groſs violations of female chaſtity ; the diſ- 


ſolution of all the bonds of ſubordination, and all the attach- ; 


f ments of ſociety, contribute to fill the dreadful ſketch. 


Are theſe enormities to be lamented ? they ſurely are. . Ga 


Ty they excite our wonder ?. by no means. What is the ſtate of - 
the labouring negro ? Is he not a being, bound down by force? 
labduring under conſtant compulſion ? driven to complete his 
taſk by the immediate diſcipline of the whip ?—Are affection, 
llenity, and forbearance, the reſult of oppreſſion and abuſe? 
When the native ferocity of Africa is ſharpened by the keen 
ſenſe of long continued injury, who hall ſet bounds to ita 


revenge 5 


Again, how have the ferce Efpoktions of ſavage life boa 


counteracted or improved by the example of their White Su- 


periors? Reſiſtance is always juſtifiable where force is the ſub- 


. ſtitute of right : nor is the commiſſion of a civil crime poſſible 
in a Yate of 1 8 Vet 25 e chat have heen 


deviſed 


* Tranſlated 3 into Eoglith, and age under hi title of « 4 Particular 
rooreſs of the Inſurrection of the Negroes in 


(in France) by order of the National Aſſembly, gives it no additional authen- 


ticity; it being a meaſure always adopted in papers of length, in order 88 
5 OY the Members an r of 88 them. 1 
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| Jeviſed in the French iſlands to repreſs chimes, that could only 


_ Exiſt by the abuſe of the Slave-holder, are ſuch as nature 


 revolts at. How often have theſe unfortunate beings beheld 


their fellows, beat, in famine and diſtraction, the bars of an 


Iron cage, in which they were doomed to paſs in inconceivable _ 
_ Miſery the laſt days of their exiſtence? Is it not known that in 


| theſe wretched iſlands a human being has reſigned his life in 
the torments of a flow-confuming fire? An'unavenged inſtance 
of an act fo awfully atrocious, marks out for. perdition the 


country that could ſuffer it. When the oppreſſor thus en- 125 


| forces his authority, what mult be the effects of the ſufferers- 


5 feſentment? 7 8 | „ 3 „ 
In the forcible violation of female chaſtity we trace the moſt 


deteſtable extreme of brutality, and, in the eſtimation of ſen- 


ſibility, the loſs of life is preferable to its diſgrace: but mo- 
deſty is not confined to the capacity of a bluſh, nor ſenſibility | 
to a particular form and feature. Let this account then be 


fertled berween the African Trader, or the imperious Planter, | 
who compels to his embrace the unwilling object of his laſt 3; 


not his ſenſuality, but his reſentment. 


But let us ſuppoſe, that the ſenſe of ſhame is incompatible 
with a black complexion, and that the Negro could witneſs | 


without emotion the groſs abuſe of the object of his affection; 


let us ſuppoſe too that the unnatural puniſhments before men- 


tioned were forgotten, becauſe they were rare ; and that the 


daily diſcipline of the whip was unheeded, becauſe it was ſo 
modified as ſeldom to be the immediate occaſion of death. Y et 
the Negro had other examples before his eyes. A diſſention 


| had ariſen amongſt the Holders of the Slaves; thoſe who hac 


before united in oppreſſing them; were now at variance amongſt 
_ themſelves. They had proceeded to open violence; whilſt the 


Slaves waited the event with filence, though not with indif- 


ference. One party obtained an early ſuperiority ; the leader 
_ of the weaker number was taken, and the negroes were ſpec- 
tators of the death of Oge, a man who partook of their colour, 


= 


- _ to wonder that the African ſhould im 
and 


and who was broken alive upon the wheel. Twenty-five of 
his followers ſhared the ſame fate. If the cold-blooded ſons f 
Europe, educated in the habits of improved ſociety, and affect- 
ing to feel the precepts of a mild and merciful religion, can 


thus forget themſelves, and inſult their own nature, ought 


ould imitate the pattern, 
if poſſible improve upon their example? 
Upon this part of the Addreſs reflections ſtill occur, in which 


the planter is deeply intereſted an opinion is there inculcatd. 
chat if acceded to and acted upon, muſt render the iſlands a 
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_ conflant ſcene of eruelty and bloodſhed. We are told, that, 
che Slaves who had been moſt kindly treated by their maſters, 
were the ſoul of the inſurrection; that it was they who 
_ betrayed, and delivered their humane maſters to the Aſſaſſin's 
| ſword, and ſeduced and ftirred up to revolt the gangs diſpoſec 
do fidelity.” Hear this, ye Planters! and if there be one 
amongſt you, ſo ſingularly fooliſh as to harbour a lurking ſen- 
timent of humanity, let him, for his own ſafety, diveſt himſelf 
of it without loſs of time ! The Negro is a being, whoſe na- 
ture and diſpoſitions are not merely different from thoſe of the 
European, they are the reverſe of them. Kindneſs and com- 
paſſion excite in his breaſt implacable and deadly hatred : but 
ſtripes, and infults, and abuſe, generate gratitude, affection, 
and inviolable attachment! Upon this principle we are 
. © enabled to reconcile an apparent inconſiſtency in the Addreſs, - 
« + Slaves, we are informed, were ſtill found who gave proofs 
of an invincible fidelity, and who made manifeſt their determi- 
nation to deteſt the ſeduction of thoſe who, would with promiſes 
of liberty inveigle them to certain deſtrudtion.” If the him. 
- nity of the maſter only ſharpens the appetite of revenge, is it 
- difficult to diſcover by what mode of treatment the friendſhip _ 
of theſe Slaves was ſecured? Be grateful, ye Planters, to the 
man who has at length diſcloſed this important truth; and , | 
' admire his courage, who has dared to avow it, even in the - 


boſom of a nation devoted to liberty! 
But the horrors of the ſlaughter increaſe. The White father 


aa 


falls a victim to the unnatural rage of his, Mulatto fon —— 
Have human crimes their origin and. cauſes in human affairs? 
ar are they incited by ſome malignant demon, who poſſeſſing ' 
himſelf of that cup of affeftion, the human heart, pours out 
its contents, and fills it with poiſon ? Alas! we vainly ſeek. - 
in fable the apology of our own depravity ; and unhappily the 
cauſes of thoſe tranſactions, which would ſcarce meet credibi- 
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| ky on any other part of the 1 are in theſe regions of 

=  _ guilt too apparent. However the Author of Nature may have 
= C-” - inſtilled affection into the breaſt of a parent, as the means of 
ER” preſerving the race from. deſtruction, we muſt allow that the 

fs ' _  - Correſponding ſentiment in the mind of the offspring, is merely 

5 ke eh oft long continued courſe of care, partiality, and 

cdeenderneſs. Shall the harveſt then riſe up without ſeed? and 
where no fondneſs has been ſhown, ſhall filial attachments be 
| expected? In a country where it is by no means unuſual for 
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and the ignominy of Slavery, in common with the moſt 
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graded claſs of mortals, is it there we are to ſeek for inſtances 
_ of filial affection? ? OS nap 1 
In thus endeavouring to unfold the primary and ever active 

_ Cauſes of theſe troubles, let it not be thought that I wiſh to 
palliate the enormities committed by the inſurgents : enormities 


deeply to be deplored, by every one not totally inſenſible to 


the ſufferings of humanity. But let it not be forgotten, that 
co know the origin of the malady is the firſt ſtep towards an 
_ efficacious remedy : ſhould that origin be found in the miſtaken 


conduct of the Planters, it is for them to apply the cure after 
the accumulated cruelties of ages. Do they wait till the re- 


volted ſubjeRts of their oppreſſion, ſet them the firſt example of 


ene lenity, and forbearance ? 


I come now to a cloſer examination of the Addreſs in queſtion. 


After a long and laboured diſplay of the crimes committed 


by the inſurgents, in which it is to be obſerved, every inftance 


of vindictive retaliation on the part of the White Inhabitants is 
__ cautiouſly ſuppreſſed ; the Deputies of the Colonies pour down 


the whole vial of their collected wrath, on the ſociety eſtabliſhed 


in France for aboliſtiing the Slave Trade, under the name of 
Les Amis des Noirs.” If we credit this narrative, the Ne- 


© ©  groes before they were ſeduced and alienated by the efforts of 


this Society, © were provided with every comfort, and with 


accommodations ſuperior to half the Cottagers in Europe,— 
Secure in the enjoyment of their properties, nurſed in time of 
ſickneſs with an expence and an attachment ſought for in vain 
in the much boaſted hoſpitals of England; protected and 

reſpected in the infirmities of age, at eaſe in reſpect to their 


children, their families, and their affections;; —fubjected to a 
labour calculated according to the ſtrength of each individual; 


and, to conclude all, =enfranchifed, whenever they merited it 


y important ſervices.” © Je ſlept in ſecurity, add the Re- 


monſtrants, in the midſt of men that were become our bre 


thren, and many of us had neither locks nor bars to our houſes.” 


| This period of confidence and of felicity, did not, if we may 


believe the Colonitts, ſatisfy the Amis des Noirs, who it ſeems 


could not comprehend how emancipation could be the higheſt 
reward of merit, where Slavery was a ſtate of happineſs. — 
« + From the time of the Revolution in France, this Society,“ 


it is aſſerted, * or at leaſt ſome of its members, have Jiven an 
unbounded looſe to their enterprize: all means have 


them good, ſo they might tend to its accompliſiment, The 


delign.“ Such are the charges, again repeated in different 


open attack, the deep and ſtudied inuendo, the baſeſt and moſt 


deſpicable calumnies, have been practiced to forward their 


© Particular Account, p. 19. Did. peat 


emed to 
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1 : arts of Us — brought . 5 Aa for the — 
WE "3 tion of the Slave Trade in France, and which the abettors 


5 chat traffick in England, are defirous of transferring at this 


critical juncture, to 


_ tion is boldly made. The puniſhments due to the authors of, 

ſuch outrages will be willingly conceded. . However they may 

Aaiſguiſe from the world, or from themſelves, their real motives, 

Ander the maſk of philanthropy, they cannot eſcape the indig- | 
nꝝànmnation of their countrymen; and the treachery of the means 
Ge they employ, fairly marks out the criminal of the end at 

N Which they aim 


One thing only is wanting to charge wich this 1 


ET puted to them by the Coloniſts. This defect cannot be com- 
penſated, either by the atrocity of the crime, or the virulence 
And audacity of the accuſation. 

Had the Society in France been the cauſe of the diſorders - 
iin the Colonies, where was the difficulty, where the impro- 
R laying the proofs of it before the Aſſembly and the 
WWorld? Was it neceſſary to keep any terms with men, who 
S 7 had ſhewn that they had aimed at nothing leſs. than the extir- 

ET Ns x Pation of the Colonies? Certain, however, it is, that all we 
aan collect on this head from the publication in queſtion, in- 
| ſtead of attaching the imputation on the ſociety, evidently 
V . Proves, that the diſorders * ec had a different cauſe,” — A caule, 

which i it is as evident the Remonſtrants did not dare to avow. 5 
© Slight, however, as theſe pretended indications of guilt may 
appear, they ought not to pals unnoticed. They bear with 


EE: . them their own refutation. Like the giants that warred againſt 
1 


deen every one thrown. by theſe champions of GT 
EE: bens deſtined to return with double weight UPON: their own. 
_—— 2. - Bea 5 
3 > The Society, ſay the Deputies, < « take hold of the Perla. 
eaätion of the Rights of Man: this immortal work beneficial to 
I enligbtened men, but in plicable, and therefore dangerous to 
1 „ our regulations, they end with profuſion into our own Colonies. - 
—_ The journals in their pay, or under their inffuence, give this 
Aoeclaration vent in the midſt of our gangs. The writings of 
the Amis pzs Nor ks, openly announce, that the freedom of 
dhe Negroes is 'proclaimed by the Declaration of Rights. 
Miſerable effects of injuſtice, rapacity, and oppreſſion In 
. "the evidence of their own: freedom, the Coloniſts of St. Do- 
GE ST I \ mingh read their own condemmations, That aſſertion of the 
C e . univerſal | 
Te * Particular Account, p. 22 


„% ĩ ð ny e friends of that Important meaſure. hs. 
Uf The prelude of the Remonſtrants is ſtriking, their accuſa- 
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due Amis des Noirs, and this the Remonſtrance does not ſupply— * 5 
dene proof that they have adopted that courſe of conduct im- 
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e 100 ey Man, ONES a if t true it all ought to be 3 40 


| general as day-light, was in the wretched: iſlands of America, 


deſtined to give a candle like 0 t in Net reſidence: % the OTE, 
tute are TI” to t in 


Planter, whilſt the poor and de 
darkneſs 3 in his hut. 


The declaration of the Rights a Man, was it Gender Sie Gs 


5 35 45 "ith profuſion into the Colonies, but the declaration of the 


Rights of Man, was not the work of the Amit des Mirs; 


hate ver might be its effects, they were not therefore anſwer- 
able for its conſequences. As a conſtituent part of the domi- 
nions of France, the laws of Frenchmen were properly tranſ- 


mitted to St. Domingo. But it appears from no evidence, 


but the aſſertions of the deputies, that the Amis des Noirs were 
more active than others in furniſhing the iſland with a work, 
which the Coloniſts in the ſame breath, execrate and applaud; 


Wich they regard as the charter of their own. W a ts 7 


cCauſe of all their diſtreſſes. 


Tere 


But again, the writings o of 8 Amis for Nees it is fas. ; 


openly announce, that the freedom of the Negroes is pro- 


: . claimed by the Declaration of Rights.” If the Amis des Noirs _ 


have made ſo inſipid a comment, they have miſerably miſpent 
their time. Is it neceſſary to prove, that the ſun ſhines when 


the dial marks the hour? If all men be born equally. free, 
let the; Coloniſts prove the Negroes. are not men, and the dif- + 
pute will ſettle itfelf. Is the voice of nature and of truth to 
de for ever filent, becauſe the Coloniſts chooſe to hold in ſub- 5 


5 e ſome unfortunate natives of Africa? . To 
Such however, are the proofs, and ſuch their aothencctt, 
upon which the accuſations againſt the ſociety are founded. 
This defect is attempted to be remedied, by adverting to ſome 
expreſſions, which in the many, and violent debates that have 


- agitated the N ational- Aſſembly on this ſubject, have marked ” 


the virtuous indignation of its members—< * Periſh the Colo- 


nies rather than we ſhould betray.our Principles,“ {aid one of 


the Repreſentatives. Periſh the Colonies”? became indeed, 


4 1 the ſignal of blood and conflag ration,“ but not amongſt 
| 2 the Negroes—it, was the Planters, who ſevered theſe words 


from their context, and made them the apology of their own 
enormities. Be juſt, and eat graſs; {aid the Abbe Gre- 
NT: « We chooſe rather to be unjuſt and live in 1 by 
the Colonifts 5 3 ade 


* « With 1 8 they have TRAP? to W a friend of 7 


mei wi eh having ſaid, “ Perith the Colooits rather. than a principle 
ſhould be ſacrificed ; ” and they dare themſelves to ſay, „ Periſh the 
' Colonies rather than we ſhould grant to the People"of Colour the rights of. 
Active eigens.“ 8 © Speech of M. Guades, 6 Dee. 1 9 

5 > b #0 Particular e . a We 
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I -- Tihall nor detain” jew < 
mmufounded calumnies, I haſten to a more important taſk, that 
df tracing the diſturbances of St. Domingo to their origin, and 

pPurſuing their progreſs. If developed with truth, they will be 

_, the moſt effectual anſwer to the accuſations of the Deputies, 

Let me, however, firſt be allowed to render more fpecific, an 
aſſertion I have before made. It is to the white Coloniſts 


my reader by a ; 


alone, we are to attribute the misfortunes of the Colonies. 


per fleſh —Theſe are the monſters that have to account for 


Vengeance. 


flavery, mutt be an eternal ſource of crimes ;—divet it at leaſt 


of the ep 


It is well known, that a large 


dy; 


| portion of the Proprietors or 
Planters of St. Domingo conſiſt of free People of Colour, or 


held them in a kind of proſcription. 
I he effects of this arrogance, were not, however, 
to the People of Colour. 


thoſe who have ſome mixture of African blood. This deſcrip- 
tion comprehends every ſhade of complexion, from the ſlighteſt 
_ tinge of colour, to the original hue of the native African. 
Though many of this claſs of inhabitants are as diſtinguiſhed | 
by their wealth, as for their talents and integrity, | the invidious : 
diſtinction has always been religiouſly adhered to. The White 

Coloniſts excluded them from their ſocial circles, from their $ 
aſſemblies, from their municipal functions; and continually | Es le, 


injurious 
Infulted by their countrymen, they 


round the means of rendering themſelves reſpectable in the eyes 


— 


* 


* 


* 


Speech of VI. Briſſot, in che National Aſſembly, 1ſt December, 17 


of their European correſpondents. They were as remarkable 


for 
91. 


Jou have heard of enormities that freeze you with horror! ' 
but Phalaris ſpoke not of his brazen bull, he lamented only the _ 
_ daggers that his own cruelty had raiſed againſt him. The 
Coloniſts have related inſtances of ferocity ; but give me, faid 
Mirabeau, ian uninformed brute, and I will ſoon make him a 
ferocious monſter. —It was a White who firſt plunged a Negro 
Anto a burning oven, —who daſhed out the brains of a child in 
the preſence of its father ;—who fed a Slave with his own-pro- 


the barbarity of the revolted Savages. — Millions of Africans, 
have periſhed on this ſoil of blood. You break at every ſtep 
the bones of the inhabitants that nature had given to theſe 
 Hlands, and you ſhudder at the relation of their vengeance.— 
In this dreadful ſtruggle, the crimes of the Whites are yet the 
_ maſt horrible: They are the offspring of deſpotiſm ; whilſt thoſe 
of the Blacks, originate in the hatred of Slavery—the thirſt of 
Is philoſophy chargeable with theſe horrors ? 
Does ſhe require the blood of the Coloniſts? Brethren, ſhe 
cries, be juſt—be beneficent—and you will proſper.— Eternal 


longer review of then 


ithet eternal 5 for anguiſh that knows: no bound can l 
only produce deſpair.” 2 „ 


e 3 


5 


; bow 


17th, 1792. 


„ 
* 


1 their induſtry and their LE the White Planters for 8 
their indolence and extravagance. In caſes of internal infur- 

rections, or external ce they were regarded as the ſole 

barrier of the iſland. —< * The White Coloniſt,” ſays Mr. 
Blanchelande, * cannot march without the attendance of his 
cooks ; he is unfit for a continual ſervice : but the Man of 
Colour, bare-footed, robuſt and temperate, ſupports. without 
difficulty the hardſhips and fatigues of war.“ 

In the contemplation of the French laws, the People of 
Colour had long ſtood upon an equality with the White pro- 
prietors.—By an edict of Lewis XIV. in the year 1685, chis 
_ equality was acknowledged and confirmed. Such was the 
* ſituation of the Coloniſts po the time of the French Revolution. 


«© At this epocha, ſays Mr. Bergeras, the White Coloniſts 


advanced rapidly in che career of freedom; but the People of 
Colour trod hack their ſteps towards ſlavery.” 3 

The ſituation of the French Colonies, early attracted the . 
attention of the Conſtituent Aſſembly. At this time all was 
_ tranquil ; at leaſt as tranquil as ſuch a ſtate of oppreſſion will 
permit. Political health can only be attributed to a country 
with a free conſtitution. The ſituation of the iſlands is that of 
a paralytic : one part is torpid, whilſt the other is affected 


| with the frantic motions of St. Vitus's dance.” 


The firſt interference of the National Aſſembly in the . 
of the Colonies, was by a decree of the 8th of March 1790, 
which declared © | that all free perſons, who were proprietors 
and reſidents of two years ſtanding, and who contributed to the 
exigencies of the ſtate, ſhould exerciſe the rights of rating 
which conſtitute the quality of French citizens.” _ 

This decree, though in fact it gave no new rights to the 


| People of Colour, was regarded with a jealous eye by, the 


White Planters ; who evidently ſaw. that the generality of the 
qualification included all deſcriptions of proprietors. They 
affected, however, to impoſe a different conſtruction upon it. 
The People of Colour appealed to common juſtice and com 
. kale 1 it was to no UTR: The Whites en 
/ 8 them 

* 3 of: N. Blanchelande, read 3 in the National Aſtembly, Janes. 


+ Speech of M. Bergeras, f in he National Aſſembly, 9th Dec. 1791. 15 
Que toute perſonne libre, proprictaire ou domic.l ih depuis deux ans, et 
contribuable, 3 Jouira du droit de ſuffrage - qui conſtuute la qualies de Citoy en 
Saf; Art, 4. 


|] The arguments of their advocates upon. thin Werd are unanſwrerable : 45 


44 ſe m''attache à cette expreſſion generale routes les per fene, et je demande 


fi les hommes de couleur ne ſont pas des per ſonnes : alors, 8˙1Is Crotent pro- 


Prietaires, domiciliés et contribuables, je ne vois aucune difficulté, je ne 
| —_ aucun . pour leur refuſer les avantages attaches. à ces .qualites.?*-., 


* e of Mr. Petion, 2 11th May, 2 5 | 


7 


+> uct 
. 


hem from Meir Aſſemblies.” Sonde eommotions . . 
Which they mutually fell a facrifice to their pride, and Held 


 xeſentment. The Anis des Noirs have not been accuſed of any 
- Interference in theſe diſſentions, to which! it is however Probable 


5 1 | that the ſlaves were not inattentive 


"Theſe diſturbances again excited the vigilance of the Nation- 


ö 2 Aſſembly. The neceflity of. ſome definitive . arrangement 
-- _ - * was apparent; but the difficulty" and danger, of too violent an 


interference was not leſs fo. * In order however to relieve the 


OColoniſts from any apprehenſions that the French Conſtitution 
Was intended to be enforced in the Iſlands, ſo as to liberate or 


© meliorate the condition of the ſlaves, a decree was paſſed on 


: ' themſelves, the blood of the negroes might have cried to heaven, 
but France had for ever ſhut her eyes to their ſufferings, and 
. e her ears to their lamentations. 


| : 5 5 = the 12th day of October 1790, by which the Aſſembly declared, 


as a conſtitutional article, That they would eſtabliſh no regu - 


© Etions reſpecting the internal government of the Colonies, | 


without the preciſe and formal . of the Colonial 


5 Alfemblies. & 


By this decree whe Carton, Aſſembly not ouly "oY 


3 | abled themſelves from exerciſing. any future diſcretion on 
the condition of the ſlaves; but, as far as in their power 
tied up the hands of their ſucceſſors from affording relief 


to that devoted race, or reſcuing them from any tyrann 


Y 
that might be exerciſed over them. They were delivered 


over to their maſters, who were at once their accuſers, 


their judges, and their executioners; accountable for their miſ- 
© condut to no human power. So far from oppoſing the aims, 


1 * 
. 


or fettering the authority of the Coloniſts, the Aﬀembly became 


their accomplice in oppreſſion, and ſent armies of freemen to 


maintain the reign of deſpotiſm. All was in the power of the 


Coloniſts; and if they had only maintained unanimity among 


Peace was not, however, the conſequence of this decree... 


F The roprietors, it is true, had obtained a legal right of tyran- 
vrizing; but the unfortunate queſtion ſtill recurred, “WHO 


mould be permitted to excerciſe that right? On this head the 
decree was ſilent. New diſſentions aroſe: each of the parties 


5 covered under a factious patriotiſm the moſt atrocious deſigns. 
Aſlafſination and revolt became frequent. Mauduit, a French 
officer of rank, loſt his life by the hands of his own countrymen... 


The unfortunate Oge, a Planter of Colour, who had exerted 


- himfelf in France in the cauſe of his brethren, reſolved to ſup- : 
bort by force their juſt pretenſions. He landed in the Spaniſh, 
territory of St. Domingo, where he aſſembled about 600 mulat- 


toes. Before 55 8 to eee he wrote to the 
. 2 rene 


, f 
4 — 


— 


13 5 1 . 


{Preach genezal, that hit 5 ns for Seen mri the A OD 


were enforced. His letter was abſardly conſidered as a dech- 
fation of war. Being attacked and vanquiſhed he took refuge 


. . amongſt the Spaniards, who delivered him up to his adverſaries. 


*/The horrors of his death were the harbingers of future crumes. 


Theſe diſturbances ſtill increaſing, the National | Aſſembly 6 


| Sond it neceſſary, at length, to decide between the contending 


parties. A long and violent debate took place, in which ſeveral _ 


members who had on other occaſions diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 


their talents, and their patriotiſm, oppoſed with a degree of 
* warmth as pertinacious as it was inconſiſtent, the pretenſions of 
1 the People of Colour. Their reſiſtance was, however, unſuc- 


ceſsful. On the 15th of May, 1791, a decree was made, con- 


piſting of two articles, by the firſt of which the Aſſembly con- 


firmed that of the 1 2th of October, ſo far as reſpected the ſlaves. 
in their iſlands. It is true that the word fave was cautiouſſy 


omitted in this document, and they are only characterized by 
the negative deſcription of * men not free, as if right and _ 
wrong depended on a play of words, or a mode of expreſſion. 5 


This part of the decree met with but little oppoſition, though 
it paſt not without ſevere reprehenſion from a few enlightened 
members. The ſecond article reſpecting the People of Colour 


Was ſtrongly conteſted. Thoſe who: were before known by 


the appellation of Patriots divided upon it. It was, however, 
determined in the reſult, that the People of Colour © born of 
free parents ſhould be cenſidered as active citizens and be 
eligible to the offices of government in the illands. 


This Second Article which decided upon a right that the 


People of Colour had been entitled to, for upwards of a cen- 


tury , inſtead of reſtoring peace, may be couſidered as the 


cauſe, or rather the pretext ; of all the ſubſequent. evils that 
the colony of St. Domingo has ſuſtained, They aroſe. not 
indeed from its execution, but from its counteraction by the 


White Coloniſts. Had they, after the awful warnings they had 
already experienced, obeyed the ordinances of an aſſembl ß 
they pretended to revere; had they imbibed one drop of the 
true ſpirit of that conſtitution to which they had vowed an 
5 N 1 RENE had oi even ſl Lakai the dictates of 


Pride 


* 11 Fins bien preter « des crimes a celui qu'on . aflaſkver avec le glaive : 
de la juſtice. Ogẽ eſt mort martyr de la liberté et de la loi; car tout ctoĩt 
Feer lui, humanité, juflice,  decret. Le concordat va venge; Vinfamie ne 


etrit plus ton nom. Q elle fletrifle à jamais celui de ſes tyrans. 


Speech of Mr. Briffot, iſt of December, 179 t. 


+ This decree after all was not the extention, but the reſtrict on of a 


Fre It was aflerted in the National Afembly that of ioo free Ne- 


roes, ſcarcely 2 wou!d be found who could qualify under this title. 


Speech of 5 Pos 7th of yl 1791. 
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pride in the fuggeſtions of prudence; the ſtorm that threatened 


them bad been averted, and in their obedience to'the parent 


' Rate, they had diſplayed an act of patriotiſm, and preſerved 

_ themſelves from all poſſibility of danger. 
But the equalization of the People of Colour ſtung the irri- 
table nerves of the White Coloniſts. The deſcendants of 
flaves might have loſt the reſentments of their fathers ; but the 
_ . hatred of a defpot is hereditary. The European maxim allows | 

e That they ne er pardon who have done the wrong ?”*; but in 

the colonies this perverſity attains a more monſtrous growth, 


and the averſion to African blood deſcends from generation to 


generation. No ſooner had the decree paſſed, than the deputies = 


from the iſlands to the National Aſſembly withdrew their atten- 


dance. The Colonial Committee, always under the influence 


of the plantefs, ſuſpended their labours. Its arrival in the 
Hland ſtruck the Whites with conſternation. * They vowed to 
facrifice their lives rather than ſuffer the execution of the 


decree. Their rage bordered upon phrenzy. They propoſed 


to impriſon- the French merchants then in the iſland; to tear 
down the National Flag, and hoift the Britiſh Standard in its 
place. Whilft the joy of the Mulattoes was mingled ' witk - 
apprehenſions and with fears, St. Domingo re-echeed with the 
cries of the Whites, with their menaces, with their blaſphemies 
againſt the conſtitution. A motion was made in the ftreets to 


fte upon the People of Colour, who fled from the city and took 


refuge in the plantations of their friends, and in the woods. 
They were at length recalled by a proclamation : but it was 


i only to ſwear ſubordination to the Whites, and to be witneſſes 
of freſh enormities. Amidft theſe agitations the ſlaves had re- 


mained in their accuſtomed ſubordination. Nor was it till the 
month of Auguſt, 1791, that the ſymptoms of the inſurrection 
appeared amongſt them. If the notoriety of this fact re- 
wre any evidence, it may be found in the Report of the 
->olonial Committee, in the letters of Mr. Blanchelande , in 


the ſpeeches of the members of the aſſembly, in the publication 


vide letters of M. Blanchelande read before the Affembly, 22d f 


Avguſt, 17911 | | 
_ Addrefs of the Syndicks of the Chamber of Commerce of Rouen, read 


| Speech of M. Briſſot, rſt of December. 3791. 
+ The letter, dated the 4th of September, 1791, from Mr. Blanchelande 
thus. deſcribes the commencement of the inſurrection. a 5 
On the 224 of Auguft the Colonial Aſſembly requeſted my preſencear 
the examination of ſeveral perſons, as well Whites as Blacks, who had 
been apprehended by the patrole. I was convinced: from their depoſitions 
chat a conſpiracy was formed agJinfſt the Colony, and particularly againſt 
the Cape. I learned that on the night of the ſame day, it was intended to- 
burn teveral dwellings near the Cape, and to maffacre all the Whites. On 


* 


4 


which is the ſubject of theſe remarks. A confiderable number 
both of Whites and People of Colour had loft their lives in 
theſe commotions before the flaves had given indications of 
diſaffection— They were not, however, inſenſible of the oppor- 

tunies of revolt afforded by the diſſentions of their maſters- 


They had learnt © that no alleviation of their miſeries was ever ED 
to be expected from Europe; that in the ſtruggle for Colonia! 
Dominion their humble intereſts had been equally ſacrificed or . 

forgotten by all parties. They felt their curb relaxed by th 


diſarming and diſperſion of their Mulatto maſters, who had been 
accuſtomed to keep them under rigorous diſcipline, Hopeleſs 
bol relief from any quarter, they roſe in different parts and 
5 ſpread deſolation over the iſland. If the cold cruelties of deſ- 
|  potifm have no bounds, what ſhall be expected from the 
paroxiſms of deſpair ? Oh, F 8 
To this criſis our preſent Inquiry is particularly directed, nor 
ought it to paſs over with an unſupported aſſertion, or a proba- 
ble ſuppoſition. The couſe of the inſurrection has been agitated | 
in the National Aſſembly, long after the preſentation of the 
Addreſs of the Deputies. In the courſe of the debate, it was 
aſſerted, without contradiction, that all the Mulattoes, except 
' thoſe in the ſouthern parts were diſarmed by the Whites, and 
=. - that the Negroes had revolted * © becauſe thoſe who had been 1 
a4 ccuſtomed to cberce them were incapacitated. It is extraordi- „ 
nary, {aid the Orator, that the Slaves ſhould revolt when they | 
find the Mulattoes difarmed; when they ſee them compelled to | 
1 5 quit the Cape, or be expoſed to the moſt horrible puniſhments”? 
1 Even the Colonial Commmittee, though ever attentive to the 
Ed _ repreſentations of the Whites were unable to diſcover any other 
cauſe of the inſurrection, After all the accuſations of the 
Coloniſts, as well in the Addreſs now under conſideration, as in . 
other intemperate pieces, they acknowledged that no proof had 
been adduced to them of the interference of the Society of the 
Amis des Noirs. The White Colom ſts, ſay they, in their Report 
| of the 11th of January laſt, © have complained of the calumnies 
 & and outrages that appear in the writings of the Amis des Noirs, 
Ek Iris difficult to calculate what has been their moral influence; 
5 but hitherto there is no evidence that the Amis des Noir: have 
eee icited theſe troubles, and we have found all the accuſations 
- againſt them totally unſupported by proof.” © 
„ . 5 755 . 1 . Before 
the morning of the 23d ſeveral perſons from the country took refuge in 
era They brought information that many of the Black labourers . 
had revolted, and that many Whites had been put to death. : 
1 N Read November 8th, 1792 


* Speech of Mr. Briſſot, 27th of October, 1791. 5 
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©, Before we proceed with our narrative, let us be permitted a 
reflection on the comparative ſtate of the inhabitants of S”ÿt. 
Domingo, at the time the inſurrection took place. The White 
Ooloniſts had: juſt recovered their liberties, and were called. 
upon to exerciſe the higheſt political rights, and preſcribe for - 
- themſelves their own conſtitution. The Slaves had been re- 


'figned up to their unlimited controul ; all that deſpotiſm can 


They were required to ſhare it with others, who, though 


> equally free with themſelves, equallv competent to the exerciſe 
pk it, and equally intereſted in its reſylt, were unfortunately _ 
PLES diſtinguiſhed by a different ſhade of colour. Jealouſy is inſepa- 

- ---* rable from the luſt of power, and a natural diſtinction ſerved as 

- a plea for reſtricting all authority to the hands of a few, The 

People of Colour remonſtrated againſt this injuſtice. They - 

_ repreſented the dangerous. conſequences that might ariſe. not 

only to themſelves but to the iſland, if they were degraded in _ 
the eyes of their dependants, and compelled to contribute to 
the ſupport of a government in which they were as paſlive as 


their Slaves. The decree of the 15th of May juſtified and con- 


-* firmed their pretentions. But the hard gripe of Injuſtice relaes 
not without force; and the White Planters avowed their _ 
- reſolution to ſuffer every extremity rather than fubmit to a 


-meaſure that was indiſpenſibly neceſſary not only to their wn 


. proſperity, but even to their own preſervation. 


3 * 


If ſuch paſſions can agitate the human boſom, when required 


* 


to ſhare with others that power to Which they have an equal — 
Tight; if the People of Colour in aſſerting their claim to a 


ſeat. in the Colonial Aſſembly, | felt an impulſe that ſet danger. 


at defiance, and cheerfully encountered death, even in its. moſt 


horrid forms; what ſhall we conceive were the feelings of the. 


E Negroes ? The claims of the People of Colour had been recog- 
- nized by the Parent Country; but the Negroes had been 


formally conſigned over to. the will of their Maſters, without | 


: : one ſtipulation in their favour, Political ſubordination, how- 
ever hateful to a liberal mind, is as bright as day when compar- 15 


# 


ed with the dark and hopeleſs bondage of the Negro: a. 


2 bondage that combines the pangs of intellectual miſery, with 


the ſufferings of a brute, Under theſe circumſtances was it 


5 neceſſary for the Amis des Noirs to inform the Negroes that 
they were an unhappy. and an injured race ? It is to be ſuppoſ- 
ed they were unacquainted with the | cauſes of contention 


amongſt the Planters? And is not the love of freedom contagi- 
VV 


W . 


f 


With for they enjoyed: paramount and uncontroulable them- | 

\ ſelves, they exerciſed uncontrouled and undefined: authority | 
_-_ © over others. One only circumſtance embittered their enjoy- 
ment of a power ſo gratifying to the perverted taſte of man. 
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them from perſonal labour, but ſupplied them with all FT... 
|  - blandiſhments of luxury, contend at the peril, of their lives for 
_ . ſhare in the government of the iſfand, could they turn win 
indifference to the contemplation of their .own numbers, and 
their on oppreſſions? It was not then the voice of the = 
Amis des Noire, it was the irreſiſtible call of Nature that excited '  / 
the Inſurrection: the former would have ſoothed them to peace; _ 
the latter hurried them blindly on to inevitable deſtruction 
+... In its, commencement, this inſurrection was however by ns 
. _ - means formidable; and the General Blanchelande has beer ; 
| _ accuſed in the National Aſſembly of puſillanimouſly entre. 
ing himſelf in a town already fortified, when he ſhould have 
Fa et out his troops to ſuppreſs the revolt. os Whoever, fays 2 : 92 5 
Mr. Briſſot, adviſed him to this meaſure, has occaſioned tbe 


15 bus? When they ſaw. men whoſe wealth not only exempted. i 


ruin of the Colony.“ There is indeed little doubt but a 
vigorous exertion would ſoon have extinguiſhed the flame. : 
Even when the number of inſurgents amounted to-50,000, and 
they had formed themſelves into two bodies, an engagement of 
an hour deſtroyed the camp of one, and the other was totally 
_ diſperſed by the diſcharge of a few pieces of cannon... 
Asvoiding the repetition of the diſguſting barbanities alter- 
nately exerciſed by the contending parties, let us inquire what 
effect the inſurrection of the Slaves had upon the Xffentions of 
. the Planters which had given riſe to them. The White Party 
Toon diſcovered, that although they could legiſlate without the 
aſſiſtance of the People of Colour, they could not preſerve the _ 0h 
- iſland from deſtruction without them; and they at length bowed _ TE 
+ their {tubborn necks under the irreſiſtible weight of their com- = 
mon danger. In thus calling for aſtifance upon thoſe whom 
they had injured, and inſulted by every means in their power; 


9 , 


they ſhrunk from that arrogant inflexibility of character which 0 { 
was expected from them. Amongſt the conjectures that took _ | 
place in France when information of the Revolt was firit | 
received there, we may notice that of the Reporter of the Colo- | 
mil Committee.“ Believe not, ſays he, that the White Creole | 
will ever unite in the common cauſe with the Man of Colour; | 
although they are both proprietors, and have both the ſam | 
Intereſts to defend. Even the imperious yoke of Neceſſity wi 


bend under the odious prejudices againſt his origin,” , No. = 
ENT, F | | * . 4 [ITY 3 : : 
thing can efface the unjuſt diſtinctions Which keep hun at ſo 5 
_ Infinite a diſtance, that the White would with leſs horror hear | 5 | 
his enemies accuſe him of a crime, than aſſert that a'drop of 
African blood circulates in his veins, . Such a 3 „ 
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-  eonfidered as the moſt outrageous inſult. He tranſmits his 
vengeance to his poſterity, and hence originates that unquench- . 
able hatred which is happily known only in theſe climates, in 
which the ſofteſt paſſions ariſe to an exceſs of Phrenzy.” The 
Reporter was, howeyer, miſtaken. Fear operates more forcibly 


wdhan hatred, even in the breaſt of a Creole. On the 25th f 


Auguſt the Colonial Aſſembly condeſcended to invite the 
People of Colour to unite with them for the common defence. 
On the zd, zd, and 4th of September, they deliberated on the 


ueſtion of admitting them to their rights. The People of 1 


Colour in the mean time had armed for their defence, but had 
kept aloof both from the Whites and the Negroes. On the 


Ilth of September, a convention took place, Which produced 
the agreement called the Concordat, by which the White Planters 
- _- {ſtipulated that they would no longer oppoſe the law of the 15th 
of May, which gave political rights to the People of Colour. 


The Colonial Aſſembly even promiſed to meliorate the ſitua- 


tion of the People of Colour, * born of parents not free, and to 5 
__ Whom the decree of the 15th of May did not extend. Aan 


union was formed between the Planters, which, if it had ſooner _ 


1 daken place, had prevented the Inſurrection. The Inſurgents 


were every where diſpirited, repulfed, and diſperſed ; and the 
Colony itſelf preſerved from total deſtruction. —— tf 
At the moment theſe tranſactions happened at St. 


a Nr . . 5 
mY ngo, 


nan important ſcene was acting in the National Aﬀembly of _- 


France. From the time of paſſing the decree of the 15th of 
May, the -White Colonifts in France, and their numerous 
Friends in the National Aſſembly, had never ceafed to accuſe ' 


| 5 - the authors of it of having conſpired together for the ruin of the 
. Colonies. In execrating its purport, and predicting its conſe- 


quences, they had inflamed the minds of the refident Whites 
to the higheſt pitch of rage. The true Incendiaries of St, 
Domingo are to be diſcovered amongſt the Coloniſts who, im- 
mediately after the decree of the 15th of May, failed for that 
Iſland to fruſtrate its publication, and oppoſe its execution. 
The Aſſembly had been weak enough to entruſt the Colonial 
Committee with expediting the decree. In that Committee. 
the apoſtate patriat' Barnave had unlimited authority, The 
conſequence was, that the firſt emma of the decree at St. 
Domingo appeared in the French newſpaper called 7 he Monitor. 
The inſtructions intended to accompany it, were intentionally. 
delayed till their effect was totally fruſtrated. Before the 
_ decree arrived, all was prepared for its reception, and the re- 
ſult was ſuch as has before been ſtated. So far the White 
Coloniſts had ſucceeded in their aims: The predicted dif- 
BS FE Oo ß. n. 
* See Decree of the Colonial Aſſembly, 25th Sept, 179 11. 
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ſeativns between them and the People of Colour bad taken 


place, and all that now remained was to charge the decree of 


the 15th of May as the cauſe of that miſchief, which the 


Whites had themſelves voluntarily occaſioned. Barnave and 
his adherents were indefatigable in their exertions, and almoſt 
jn the very moment when the juſtice and neceſſity of the decree 
pf the 15th of May had been acknowledged by the Concordat,. 
the repeal of it was pronounced in the National Aſſembly. By 
the detree of the 24th of the ſame month of September, the 
People of Colour were virtually excluded from all right of 
Colonial Legiſlation, and expreſsly placed in the power of the 
White Coloniſts.* On this diſgraceful meaſure it is only to 
be remarked, that it was as defective in point of legal autho- 
rity as it was in abſtract juſtice. For although it is denomina- 


ted a Conſtitutional Ad, it was paſſed fifteen days after the 
new code had been preſented to and accepted by the King, and 

Was the firſt infringement of a ſyſtem of government, which the 

founders at leaſt ought to have held ſacred. ' 

If the decree of the 15th of May could inſtigate the White 
Coloniſts to the frantic acts of violence before Ficribed, what 
ſhall we ſuppoſe were the feelings of the People of Colour on 
that of the 24th of September, Which again blaſted thoſe hopes 
they had juftly founded on the conftitutional law of the Parent 
State, and the ſolemn ratification of the White Colonifts? No 
ſooner was it known in the Iſlands than thoſe diſſentions which 


the Revolt of the Negroes had for a while appeaſed, broke out 
with freſh violence. The apprehenſions entertained from the 


Slaves had been allayed by the effects of the Concordat; but the 


Whites no ſooner found themſelves relieved from the terrors of 5 


immediate deſtruction, than they availed themſelves of the de- 
eree of the 24th*of September; they formally revoked the 
Concordat, and treacherouſly refuſed to comply with an engage 
ment to Which they owed their very exiſtence. The People 
of Colour were in arms; they attacked the Whites in the Sou- 
thern Provinces ; they poſſeſſed themſelves of Fort St. Louis, 
and defeated their opponents in ſeveral engagements, A 


powerful body ſurrounded Port-au-Prince, the capital of the 


lland, and claimed the execution of the Concordat. t At three 


different 


* AkT:'2. Les lois eoncernant erat des >erſonnes non libres et P'ẽtat 


' | politique des Hommes de Couleur, & Negres libres, auifi que les reglemens 


relatifs a Vexccution de ces memes lois ſeront faites par les Aflemblees 
Coloniales. | STE 3 . | | 


7 Speech of M. Fauchet, 12h December, 1791, and of M. Satan de 
Coulon, 2d March, 1792. 9 : | 5 


La Cauſe des Troables eſt dans Finfernale vanité des blancs, qui trois 


_ fois ontviole un Concordat; que trois fois ils avoient jure de maintenir. 


| „ pPpeech of Mr. Briſſot, 10th Feb, 1792 
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different times did the Whites aſſent to the requifition, and as 
p9ſften broke their engagement. Gratified with the predilec- 
tion for Ariſtocracy which the Conſtituent Aſſembly had in its 
dotage avowed, they affected the appellation of Patriots, and 
had the addreſs to transfer the popular odium to the People of 
Colour, who were contending for their indiſputable rights, and _ 
8 to the White Coloniſts who had virtue enough to eſpouſe their 
'- *__ cauſe. Under this pretext, the municipality of Port-au-Prince” 
| required M. Grimoard, the captain of the Boreas, a French 
line of battle ſhip, to bring his guns. to bear upon, and ta 
cannonade the People of Colour“ aſſembled near the town: he -—- 
At firſt refaſed, but the crew deluded by the cry of Patriotiſm, _ 
'+*.___ enforced his compliance. No ſooner was this meaſure adopted 
tttzan the People of Colour gave a looſe to their indignation ; 
they ſpread over the country, and ſet fire indiſcriminately to 
all the plantations ; the greateſt part of the town of Port- au- 
Prince ſoon afterwards ſhared: the ſame fate. Nothing ſeemed _ 


= do remain for the White Inhabitants but to ſeek their ſafety in 
1 In the Northern Parts the People of Colour adopted a more 


magnanimous and perhaps a more prudent conduct. ] They * 
bdegan, ſays Mr. Verniaud, by offering their blood to the  _. 
Whites. We ſhall wait, ſaid they, till we have ſaved you. 
before we aſſert our own claims.” They accordingly oppoſed E 
_. themſelves to the revolted Negroes with unexampled courage. . 
They endeavoured to ſoothe them by attending to their reaſon- 
Be able requiſitions, + and if the Colony of St. Domingo be pre- | 
/ ſerved to the French nation, it will be by the exertions of he 
7 . ey ; 
Alter this recital of authentic and indiſputable facts, is it 
S ' difficult to trace the cauſes of the Inſurrection? Is it to the _- 
=_ Amis des Noirs—to the Society for aboliſhing the Slave Trade, 
= ' - that they are to be imputed? The ſentiments of Mr. Briſſot are 
tttzhoſe of all the true friends of the Negroes :t I challenge, 
- faid he, the authors of theſe calumnies to ſpecify a ſingle fat WW 
- againſt the Amis des Norrs. I will bow down my head on he Ot 
. ſcaffold, if it be proved that I have written a ſingle line tothe | 
_ * Colonies, or have ſupported any relation or - correfpondence . 


FLEE EL wh 
Report of the Colonial Committee, 29th Feb. 199229 | 
Speech of Mr. Verniaud, iſt December, 171171.:2 | SR 
1 Dans la province du Nord les Hommes de Couleur, à Vexception de | | 5 

ceux de quelques paroiſſes, ſe ſont comportes avec la plus grand prudence; 
dWouyjours ils ſe font emprefics de combattre les noits : toujours ils ont montre 
la plus grand confiance dans les decrets de PAfemmble Nationale, Deux 
d entre ceux, M. M. Rouanet & Laforeſt, font alles dans le camp des reval- 
ces, pour y negocier la paix; leur zele, les ſoins qu' ils tc ſont données, dans 
ceite occaſion fort au- deſſus de toute cloge. Report, 2gth Feb. 1791. 


5 


1 Speech of Mr. Bridet, Nov. 1791. 


— . ö ; 
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Wich them whatever. I wiſh the ſituation of the Negrpes 
mitigated, but not at the expenſe of the blood of my brethren. 


' I ſhould be unworthy of the range ©: enjoy, if I could adyiſe _ 


a ſingle Negro to riſe upon his Maſter; and it is deteſtable 
that they who know my principles and thoſe of M. M. Petion, 


* 


Robertſpierre, Gregoire, Glaviere, Condorcet, ſhould be the 


authors of ſuch accuſations.? In proportion as the ſources of 


es theſe calamities have been more diſfinctly traced, the White 


Ooloniſts have felt the convictions of truth, and their advocates 


have been reluctantly compelled to acknowledge it. On che 


loth of February, 1792, a letter was read in the National 
Aſſembly, from Mr, Poymonbrun, a Coloniſt of St. Domingo, 


in which he attributes the troubles to * the pride of ſome of 


the Whites, who refuſed to admit the Men of Colour to the 


rights of active Citizens.” In the Report of the Colonial | 


Committee of the 12th of the ſame month, they ſay, „ With- 


out doubt the Coloniſts are not exempt from all reproach ; but 


| becauſe ſome individuals are culpable, muſt the whole popula- 


tion be ſacrificed? Should even that 1 & the 
ortunes, and 

Call upon us for a moment to forget their errors and their 

_ crimes.” May their diſtreſſes be alleviated ; and may they 


_ Majority, they muſt intereſt us even by their mis 


learn humanity from their ſufferings ! 


5 p 


By the lateſt accounts from St. Domingo it appears the 


5 apprehenſions from the Negroes have ceaſed; but that the in- 
veterate prejudices of the Planters, and the effects of a culpa- 


ble dereliction of principle in the Conſtituent. Aſſembly, ſtill 


continues to agitate it. The diſaſters of St. Domingo, fays 


M. Tarbe, (The Reporter for the Colonies)“ have now their 


principal cauſe in the miſunderſtanding between the Whites f 


and the Mulattoes. „In the Northern Parts, adds he, the 
Men of Colour have joined the Whites, and the Negroes are 
either reduced or rendered incapable of further miſchief. In 


te Weſtern Provinces not a Negro is in rebellion, but the 
Men of Colour have poſſeſſed themſelves of many diſtricts, and 


_ eccupy the plains. The Southern Parts are in the ſame 


fituation : the Negroes are at peace, but the People of Colour 
exereiſe the greateſt enormities. + In one word, adds he, 


throughout all the Colony nothing is to be apprehended: from 
the Negroes; ewery thing, from the miſunderſtanding between 
dhe Whites and the People of Colour.“ 3 5th 


. Report, 29th February, 179 1. 


A En un mot, dans toute la Colonie, il A 85 plus rien à eraindre des 
8 7 


volles; tout de la meüntelligence entre les blancs et les gens de couleur. 
dd 8 
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5 Report, 29th Feb. 17925 1 
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Bauch is the preſent ſituatien of this Colony: a prey to the 
. ͤ ot ths hate progreetors, aps 25 the _. 
> * _  _ fromthe latter, are, it appears, totally allayed, the former are 
|”. _ fhlll exerting every nerve to effect a purpoſe that can only end 
An their own ruin. Chaſtized, but not improved, in the ſchool . - 
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deck misfortune, they now meditate a new outrage, and call upon 
| ES the parent ſtate to invalidate the Conc:rdat, and to 6ſtabliſh by. ol 
-— __ force the pretended decree of the 24th of September. Shall 5 5 
then the advocates of peace, irrationally accuſed of the moſt . wo” 
1 __ atrocious defigns, ſhrink from the queſtion ſo inſolently put to 
— __ them by 8 8 puties of the Colonies, through the medium 
„ . or ſhall they not anſwer with the 
ER conviction of truth—Yes, miſtaken men. J 7s you Wo 
hape placed fire and {word in the hands of your Negroes. {/is 
 .#-  yox that have lighted the torch that has deſtroyed your plant! | 
| tions. Ii, you that have ſharpened the daggers that have 7 
- ailafſinated your brethren and your friends. fi ye that hae 
n the brutal paſſions of which your females have been | 
the hapleſs victims: who have kindled in your country the 
volcano which has already covered it with aſhes, and will per- 


— 


aps reduce it to nothing | ET ed» 
If, however, no conclufions can be drawn from the hiſtory of. = 3 
- / theſe'diforders, either to impeach the promoters of the Aboli- - _ 
5 tion of the Slave Trade, or to deter the Britiſh Parliament 
. Pg from daily conſidering,” and fully deciding on that important 

; - meaſure; it will afford inſtruction of a different nature, Nou- 

- Tilhed in inveterate, and it will be feared, irremediable preiu. 
dices, it may ſhew us, that the Coloniſts are not the beſt 
judges even of their own intereſts: it may appriſe us of the 
dangers of facrificing general principles of ſubſtantial juſtice, 
to variable and temporizing expedients: it may demonſtrate 

I us, that the preſervation of our own iflands, from ſimilar 

=_— ' difaiters, depends on the early adoption of meaſures, that 

=— whillt they are vigorous: and deciſive, are juſt, conciliatory; 

Aud humane and may caution. us, that where we chooſe not: 
LO the beamings of hope, we excite not the aging: 
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A HE accounts received of the. diſturbances in St. Do- 

1 mingo, undoubtedly leave us in much uncertainty; 
but the principal facts are unqueſtionable. They reduce 1 
themſelves to a ſmall number of important and inconteſtible  _ 

points We ought at length to follow our own judgment and 

not rely upon others. It is by examining matters maturely, 

that we put ourſelves on our guard againſt the ſpirit of party 


and diſhoneſty, which have frequently led aſtray the friends of 


liberty. By theſe means, the calumnious reports which have 

been propagated againſt the Anis des Noirs will be filenced,  ; 
The inſurrection no ſooner broke out than it was attributed f 
to the Amis des Noire. Nothing but rage and weakneſs could 

have produced ſo raſh an accuſation— Let them cite a ſingle 
action, a ſingle publication, which has provoked the inſurrec- | 

tion. We ſurely need do no more than repeat the names of 7 
the Principe! members of this aſſociation, Meſſrs. Mirabeau, 

La Rochefoucault, Condorcet, La Fayette, &c. in order to do, 
away theſe calumnies. An aſſociation formed at a more early. | 
period than ours exiſts in the capital of Great Britain, Ever 

| ſince the formation of this ſociety, philanthropick attempts | 
have inceſſantly been the objects of its cares. Nevertheleſs, the —< +» 
Negroes: in the Engliſh Colonies have continued to bear their 

| yoke with the greateſt ſubmiſſion If then, we can at preſent 

with any certainty aſſign a-cauſe to the troubles in St. Domin- © 

go they muſt be attributed to the degradation of the People of - 

Colour, rather than to a Philanthropick Society. In fact, in 

North America, there is a religious ſect which, without exciting 

diſturbances, is continually deviſing means for obtaining the 

eyfranchiſement of the Negroes. The Congreſs itſelf is pre- 
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__ paring for the abolition of this meaſure at ſome fututg 
period, and there is only one of the American States where the 

traſfick is not already aboliſhed, Let. us then /attributg the 
- > troubles to the contagion of counter-revolution principles; and 
above all, i the injuſtice of which the Whites have been 


liberty; and laſtly, to the culpable neglect of the enforcement 
of the deeree of the 15th of May. Have we not in the Con- 
mituent Aſſembly, ſeen deſerters from the Cauſe. of the People 
\ ©  connett themſelves with the Ariſtogracy to pave the way for 
the repeal of that decree, by preventing the departure of the 
. _ Commiſſioners ? And does not this evidently prove that thoſe 
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33 


Camp of jales? Like the Avignonais and the Liegeois, the 
People of Colour were oppreſſed, and they wiſhed to become 
| free; and theſe emotions have excited in the minds of the 
* Negroes the ſame defire of independence. In like manner, at 
Pais, when the Baſtile was taken, did not the priſoners in the 
Chatelet and the Bicetre, break their fetters ? Theſe unciyilized - 
wen, who were nearer to a ſtate of nature, were not deaf to 
ttt cries of liberty which reſounded on every fide. ' Perhaps 
too, the Whites have-themſelves excited the diſcontent of their 
Negroes : as we ſaw. the cpuft in 1789, when it had an army | 
under its command, rejoice in the tickles at Paris, and as the 


N. # 


beecauſe it afforded an apt pretence for numerous confiſcations. 


troubles have had-the ſame origin as thoſe 1 goon and the 


2, © guilty in refuſing te let the Mulattoeg partake of the bleſſings of 


> King of Spain was pleaſed at the revolt of the Portugueſe ;' 


47 1 At St, Domingo the party inimical to liberty expected a 
- * counter-revolution, © diſorder and civil war (for a counter- re- 


_  --* *volution could refult only from a general confuſion) and the 


men of this party ſubſtituted the black cockade in place of he 


- Cockade'of liberty, even in the very ſight of the Colonial Aſ- 


fembly. But not even theſe proofs were neceſſary to diſcover 


the ſcheme of aſſerting their independence, which was formed 


pby the planters of St. Domingo ant Martinico. Before theſe 
troubles they had dared to decree, as x conſtitutional article, that 


. -  _ the eſtabliſhment of interior regulations belonged to the colony 


Hane. Did rot the. former General 'Aﬀembly. of the Iſland of 


—* © $t. Domingo undertake to Giſband the army of the nation? In 


fine, di not theſe deputies, in the'name of the colonies, threaten 
PFPrance with a ſeparation ſimilar to that which has taken place 

'- __ *  berweewn the United States BF America and England? ls it diffi- 

Cult tc conceive that men accuſtomed to detpiſe their fellow 
men, to ſubjugate them under the yoke of their deſpotick wills, 
deus have no greater love for their country than they have for 

cgquality. Tneſe fame planters, who might have found ſo 
mah advantages in their union with. France, and whoſe depu- 


* 


. : 1 * $ 

* / : . * : > * : 

® 

. "=> 5 ; ' 1 % . 
25 LS: 

„„ . | 4 ao 

; 4 1 
3 

4 £ 


4 


. 
* 


0 


chat the other deputies of France could not take a ſhare'in te 
formation of their laws; whilſt, however, theſe men took à part 
in the formation of ours, their deputies effected a ſeparation, 
and they returned only to repeal the decree of the 15th of May. 
The Conſtituent Aſſembly Which, in its old age, ſuffered he 


National Sovereignty to be trampled on, yielded to their 


ſophiſms, and pronounced the fatal decree of the 24th of 
September, the ſole cauſe of all the diſaſters of St. Domingo. © 
In truth, the repeal'of the decree' of the 15th of May, had 
not taken place when the inſurrection of the Blacks com- 
maenced : but the decree had been paſſed for the ſpace of three 
months, without having been enforced. It was well known 


What ſtruggles patriotiſm had made in order to obtain it, and 


it was well known that patriotiſm diminiſhed every day, that 
plots were formed to obtain the repeal of this decree, and that 
culpable hopes were founded even on the diſturbances of the 
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4 * 


tunes of St. Domingo, teach us that we ought” never to ſuffer 
any infringement to be made upon the National Sovereignty ; 


| Juccour to the Whites, ſince they are unfortunate, let us grant. 
them all the aſſiſtance that lies in our power. - -You would not 
_ refuſe it to your enemies, in a ſimilar ſituation. - But here I 


.  ſtop—it is very true that our moſt implacable enemies Would 
not have had it in their power to do us more miſchief; I will 


Thoſe Obſervations which point out the cauſe of the misſor- 


of 


much leſs upon the rights of univerſal reaſon :* they teach us 
that we ought to defend the planters themſelves againſt their 
obſtinate purpoſe of lulling themſelves aſleep to their'own def. . 
truction, amidſt the prejudices of pride, — in fine, that we ought 
to naturalize among them the character of citizen, by making 
them enjoy the bleſſings of the revolution. Let us then afford 


not mention the damage which they have done to our com- 


vf the greateſt injuſtice, by placing tyrannic laws by the fide o 
the Declaration of Rights, when they cauſed the paſſing of the - 
Decree of the 24th of September. aan I 


merce, at a time hen it had already experienced a conſidera- 


ble diminution - but can we forget the ſtains which they have 
Drought upon our Revolution, the progreſs of Which, they have 


ſtopped by giving, under the reign of infant liberty, an example 


. . * 


This decree has deeply afficted all the friends of liberty. Oughe 


we to let it ſtand? Would it not be a proof of extraordinary | 


. weakneſs, were we to retain this law, which people have the 
Audacity to term a conſtitutional law, although it was enacted 


after the conſtitution of the kingdom, and even after the con- 
ſtitution of the Colonies was framed. This laws will tend to 
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render 


1 * 1 
* \ * 
x & 
"9 
n * 


, 
2 


ö 
] 


rr 


* . ) 


. 3 Planters. be of their F rench 1 1 
mall we ſuffer the ſovereignty of twenty-five millions of men 
dt be trampled on, to ſupport the tyranny and all the caprices 
of unreſtrained deſpotiſm? Let the White Coloniſts at laſt 
- | know, that they cannot do without the mother country; that 
mme alone, can free them from the mi Aue, into which, they 
Jaye plunged themſelves. _. | 
I The criminal uſurpations of the clergy and the nobility, and 
= all the abuſes of the royal power —in a word, all kinds of 
Aiſaſters would follow upon the Decree of the 24th of Septem- 
ber; and this independence would make the Colonies the cen- 
tte of union for the ariſtocracy and the Counter-revolutioniſts. 
Me are aſſured, that none of the reaſons which the Conſtituent 
ſlembiy has made in the adminiſtration of juſtice, have been 
_ _  - » enforced at St. Domingo: that the moſt atrocious proceedings 
_- _ of the old government, are ſtill practiſed there; that Oge was 
'-_ * *- examined on the ſellette, and —— he was not allowed counſel. | 
It is at leaſt evident, that the liberty of the preſs, that gua - . 
rantee of public liberty, the loſs of which nothing can ſupply, 
haas been proſcribed; that arbitrary orders take the place of _ . 
las; that Frenchmen have been tranſported without a trial, 
>; and under falſe pretexts ; that a veſſel has been forced to Gs . 
1 5 of its cargo, at a price fixed at arbitrary diſcretion. This : . 
Is what the Colonial Aſſembly has done; you may judge What . ä 
it would do in future time, were it inveſted with independent 12 
authority. The miniſter of the marine, after a long declama- . 1 75 
tion againſt the Amis des Noirs, and the People of Colour, has 
Kalxeady propoſed to you a plan of eſtabliſhing at St. Domingo, 
'-. a national guard, compoſed only of proprietors ; of erecting on 
Eng was: land certain fortreſſes, not to defend the coaſt, but to BR 
de made uſe of, as Rouſſeau ſays, i in the interior part of the 
Country, as neſts for tyrants.” In fine, if the Colonies, 
1 rendered independent of the legiſlative body, were to be con- 
nected wich the king alone, what a means of confidence would 
che executive power derive from this excluſive right of giving 
its ſanction! Being ſupreme chief of the army, he could ſtill 
564 ene it, by ſending the moſt patriotic regiments into tge 
- Wands, under pretence of eſtabliſhing diſcipline there; but in 
reality, becauſe in this exile, ey Woes in vn appeal to the f 
4 e of juſtice and liberty. 5 | 
If, however, you are determined to Jeane che Calanies | 
 - © Independent, this declaration ought not to be made till the 
Peres of the z gth of September has been repealed, otherwiſe 
wis independence would be extended to the Whites alone, WhO 
p would preſerve the means of perpetuating ariſtocracy. America 
„„ 3 its Colonies . or a they are Fe popu- 
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| tute an arbitrary government, or make any law in contradic- 


tion to the Declaration of Rights. In Greece, the parent 


| Rates, when they allowed their Colonies to govern themſelves, 


did not eſteem dee by that means freed from the obli- : 


gation of defending the citizens of | thoſe! Colonies againſt op- 


| preſſion. This reciprocal aſſiſtance, which + kindred ſhould 5 


mutually afford each other, we ought now to give to the Citi- 
zens of Colour at St. Domingo, as well as to the Whites. 
The Planters have formed a project of aſſerting their inde- 


e pendence, in order to eſtabliſh tyranny beyond the ſeas 3 we 
| ought to be wiſer than they.“ This ſeparation might lead them 


to their ruin, and perhaps would not be ſo eaſy as they i imagine; 


the diſpoſitions of the Engliſh, of America, and ſtill more their 
own experience, ſhould convince them of this; If it be poſ- 


fible that the Colonies ſhould be happy in this ſeparation, on 


this ſuppoſition, the parent ſtate muſt reap from it the ſame 
advantages as Price predicted, when the American Colonies | 
ſeparated from England. The commerce of England with 
the United States, never was ſo flouriſhing as it has been ſinee 
their ſeparatien. They who are moſt incrulted with the ruſt 


of ancient prejudices, do not diſpute the advantages of this 


independence. -. On this ſubject, there is only one opinion. 5 
But fince our Colonies ſtill ſtand in need of the protection of - 


the mother country, ſince we are obliged to protect their inter- 


nal freedom, we ought to agree to the laws upon which the 
liberty is founded. Diſtance does not prevent the National 995 


Aſſembly from making laws concerning their external reg 


tions; and ſince the king can refuſe to give his ſanction to the 
laws for their internal government, why ſhould not theſe latter 
laws be likewiſe ſubmitted to the approbation of the legiſlative 

| body? The laws under the empire of reaſon, ought no longer 


to be the reſult of ancient prejudices reſpectfully accumulated, 


but the greater the number of enlightened underſtandings which 
concur in their formation, the nearer do they approach to per- 
fection. Why would the Colonies prefer the Veto of the king, 
to the opinion of the popular repreſentatives. of eighty-three 
departments, eſpecially when this wo is not ſubordinate to the 


uniform will of three legiſlatures ?” Would. they chuſe rather to 
be ſubject to the will of a miniſter who will always be ambi- 
tious to augment his authority 2 If this be their wiſh, why do 


they addreſs themſelves: to the National Aſſembly, requeſting 


Dur afliftance? Is it not ridiculous to ſee them atking'the re- 
preſentatives of a free people to ſupport an arbitrary govern- 


ment a gerne _ to our 4 e pgs Rwy to our | 
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Our fleets; our 8 8 a are | 


0 o denger, as they formerly were, the patrimony of che mo- 
nuarch-they belong to the nation; they ought not to be made 
uſe of, except for the benefit of che nation, and conformably. 
dic the conſtitution. The king can require obedience from tha 
troops of France, only in the name of the French laws, made 
by che repreſentatives of the French people, and our armies are 


by no means ſubject to the laws of the Colonies. If circum+ 


ſtances did not permit us to enfranchiſe the Negroes, nothing 


could authoriſe us to ſet up as conſtitutional principles the 


temporary meaſures which prudence” might have ſuggeſted to 
legitlators.?? This is the reaſon why there exiſts not in the 
America conſtitutions a ſingle article that gives a ſanction ta 
ſlauery ; and the framers of this conſtitution, themſelves pro- 

prietors of Slaves, perceived that they muſt leave to the ma- 


turity of time, to the progreſs of underſtanding and manners, 


tte conſummation of the deſtruction of ſlavery. On the con- 
trary, a propoſal is made te you, to annul the Concordat, or 
to temporize for the purpoſe of giving the Whites the mn 5 
of annulling it by force. 


-1 know not what can be expedded een cheſe Ae ls | 


: 4 unleſs the involving in freſh miſeries, the Whites, who 


have with difficulty eſcaped from the fury of the. revolted Ne- 


groes. Will any one dare to aſſert, that the Decree of the 


24th. of September, of which aer wiſh to avail eee, 5 


Ws is a conſtitutional article? 


Let the French ee che . aloe. Dat . 


ew as all the principles of Which it contradicts. Let the 
gs Conftitutional Decree: of the 1:5th- of May laſt anſwer it—all 


ifions of which it has infringed. We can hardly 
ine, that the Conſtituent Aſſembly, notwithſtanding all 


its power, could deprive a numerous claſs of free and propri- 


etary citizens of their: civil rights, eſpecially without having 
ſummoned or heard them. If the exclufive Initiatire had been 
granted to the Colonies: on the 15th of May, it is evident, 


that, aſter this Decree, the Conſtituent Aſſembly could no 


Jonger make laws concerning the civil-exiſtence of any claſs of 


men, withort having been nail authorized fo, to do by. _ | 


55 Colonial Aſſemblies. | 


In vain will it be his dded, that an 3 — 55 the ES 


- reine that the; Colonies, although they form a part of the 


French empire, were not comprized in the conſtitutional laws 


of France. What concluſion ſhall we draw from this? that 


the conſtitutional law-of. the isth of Wage not having been 


repealed by this article, cannot have 


*. 


een repealed ſince the 
r a of the” conſtitution, I a Na 5 chat the King 
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loſs of rights; it follows of courſe, that it was not conſtitu- 


tional. The Conſtituent Aſſembly might reduce to principles 


the Conſtitutional laws which it had already made, but it could 
not make laws of a contrary nature. %%% ent EO ave 


Could we oblige the king, who had juſt ſworn that he would 
maintain liberty and equality, to enforce a conſtitution which 
deprives a numerous claſs of men of the rights which naturr 


gives them? Is it not evident that his acceptance of this De- 
eree could not have given it validity ? and that, as an act of 


the legiſlative power, it is null, ſince it has not gone through _ 
che formalities preſcribed by the conſtitution. Let us proceed 
to the examination of its contents: In the conſtitution we ſee 


that privileges no longer exiſt in any part of the French em- 
pire; that the national ſovereignty: is indiviſible and heredi- 
taxily delegated to the reigning family; that the Colomes are 
eſſentially a part of the French empire. It was upon theſe 
principles alone then that the Conſtituent Aſſembly could deter- 


mine concerning the conſtitution of the colonies. Nevertheleſs, 


their independence is declared in ſuch a manner by the decree 
of the 24th of September that they are freed from the authority 


of the legiſlative body, and even from the authority of the 
- conſtituent aſſemblies ; and as the regal 92 is not comprized 
je colonies might chuſe 


in this decree, the conſequence is that t 
à king for themſelves; but they will hardly imagine themſelves 


independent of the authority of that ineſtimable article of the 8 
declaration of rights, which allows inſurrection and reſiſtance 


againſt oppreſſion. 


I may now confirm the timorous conſciences of thoſe who > 
have aſſerted that they withed for the repeal of the decree of 


the 24th of September, but were afraid of infringing upon 4 


conſtitutional law, But neither the people, who muſt ratify all 


.conſtitations, nor the Conſtituent Aſſembly, nor even the exe- 
eutive power, have ever looked upon this decree as truly con- 
ſtitutional. The Coyſtituent ee e did not preſent it fer 
the acceptance of the King; and ha 
all the citizens, and particularly the deputics of this aſſembly, 
whoſe powers it would have limited, muſt haye ſworn that they 
would act in conformity to it. When you have produced from 
your archives the © conſtitutional act,“ how happens it that 
Not one voice: has ever been raiſed to demand that the decree 


af the 24th of September alſo ſhould be brought to the Tribane ? 
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3 | ench conſtitution, arid that fornied 6s | 
could not trouble his throne with a new condition, which would 
occaſion à loſs of rights, and if a refuſal of accepting the De- | 
_ cree of the 24th of September would not have occationed: a 


it been conFitutional, 


n — 


1 36 * 1 
This denibe had been too recently paſſed | hho. Haiy a 
to be forgotten; and if the nation had not refuſed to ratify it; 
whence comes it that among the loyal addreſſes which have. 
been preſented to the Conſtituent Aſſembly there has not been 
a 2 ſingle one in favour of this decfee? The univerſal feelings, 
the ſpontaneous judgment of all the citizens, are better proofs 
than all the ſubtleties of ar t, that this decree is not con- 
ſtitutional. Had it been ſo eſteemed by the executive power, 
the miniſter of the marine would not have propoſed to you dif- 


© ferent laws for the internal government of St. Domingo, for 
' Inſtance, for the eſtabliſhment of hired guards, and of forts 


to be erected in the interidr parts of the country. Let us then 
© declare, that this decree is an infringement on the ſovereignty 


of the nation; we ſubmit not to it either as citizens or del. | 


| Poties; but as men we ought to deteſt it. 
Mr. Garan Coulon then prepared che form of a ie 


. abrogating that of the 24th of September; declaring a gene- 


ral amneſty throughout the ow 6 enaQting, that the Colonial 

Aſſemblies ſhould be formed purſuant to the decree of the 15th 
of May, that they ſhould give their ſentiments on the ſubje& | 
of the internal government of the colonies, and on the belt 
. of arr I the Soliton of e N 


— 
* 


' 


N 


9 the ngen 1 Was 1 Hvict bas been 8 


received, that the Nen ASSEMBLY» on the To 


24h inſtant, paſſed, almoſt. unanimouſly, the > 5 
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the Colontzs. 


＋T. HE National Aﬀembly ETD 2 wig and 8 es 9 
15 that the People of Colour and. E ree Negroes ought to enjoy the 5 8 "I 
equality of political rights, as. well as the Whites, in conſe · e ö 
, „ Auence of which it decrees as follows: 
| ArT1CLE I. Immediately after the e 8 the 
preſent decree, they ſhall proceed, in every one of the French _ 
__ Colonies in the Windward and Leeward Iflands, to the re-elec- 
\ tion of the Colonial and Municipal Aſſemblies, after the man- 
e | 8 5 by the decree of the 8th of March, 1790, and 
ſtructions of the National Ane of the 28th of the 
2 month. 
e 1 People of Colour, and Free Negroes ſhall be 
1 | admitted to vote in all the Primary and Electoral Aſſemblies, 
8 aaäläkKand ſhall be eligible to all places, provided they poſſeſs beſides, 
the qualifications preſeribed by the 4th article of the inſtruc- 
tions of the 28th of March. e 
III. Three Civil Commiſſioners ſhall bs 1 is. the. — 
Colony of St. Domingo, and four for the Iſlands of Guade- | 1 
Joupe, St. Lucia, and T obag 8. £5 a 55 
IV. Theſe Commilſionn ſhall be athotifed to diſſolve the 
preſent Colonial Aſſemblies, to take every meaſure nece 
for aaa the Convocation of the Primary and Electoral 
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1 well as to determine proviſionally (reſerving the power of ap- 3; 5 
1 pea to the ationaf Aſſembly) upon every queſtion which may 
Ariſe concerning the regularity of convocations, the ho ding of _ 
- aſſemblies, the form of elections, and the eligibility of citizens. I ” 


V. They are equally authoriſed to proonre. every informa- 


. tion poſſible, in order to diſcover the auth6rs of the troubles 


0 


in St. Domingo, and their continuation, if they have continu- 4j : 


of accuſation, by virtue of a decree of the legilative bod. 8 


that be found neceſſary. 


The Civil Commits oners mall be oblig eu fbr chis 


5 purpoſe, to addreſs to the National Aſſembly a ch in 
form, of the verbal proceſſes which they may have made, and 

of the declarations they may have received, concerning the 
n accuſed perſons aforeſaid. 


VII. The National Aſfembly 8 the Civil 8 5 


; Riots to demand the publick force, whenever they think meet, 


either for their own ſafety, or for the execution of orders NE: - 


5 may give, by virtue of the preceding Artie, N 


VII. The Executive Power is directed to ſend 4 n 


force into the Colonies, which 1 1s compoſed i in great meaſure "a £ 
National Guards. * 185 = 


IX. The Colonial Aſſemblies immediately after their for- 


mation and enſtallation, ſhall Tue, in the name of each 15 
= reſpectively, their particular judgment reſpecting chat Conſti- 
© fution, thoſe laws, and the adminitration of them, Which will. 

1 55 8 the proſperity and happineſs of the people; conform-" 


ns themſelves nevertheleſs to thoſe general principles by which 


decree of 8th of March, 1799, and the. instructions of 28th 


: fame month. 


NX. The Colonial Aſſemblies are authorized to ina 


1 Repreſentarives to deliver, their judgment to, and unite them 
ſelves with the Leg gillatire Body, it numbers Proportionable 
for every Colony, Which ſhall be immediately. determined by 


the National Allembly, according to che Report which . . 25 : 
Colonial Committee i is directed to make, _ - 
XI. Former decrees reſpecting the Colonies ſhall be is 
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| ed; to ſecure the perſons of the guilty, and put them under ar- 5 1 
1 reft, and to ſend them over to France, there to be put in a ſtate 


the Colonies and Mother Country are connected, and by . 5 
_ which their reſpective intereſts are ſecured, agreeably to the 3 
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